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from analogy with other early inhabitants of fertile valleys, we
may guess that they were. We can only conjecture that the sharp
division between commoners and aristocrats in ancient times
represented also a racial difference. It appears to be probable
that the skeletal remains associated with the chalcolithic cul-
ture discovered in North China in recent years indicate a con-
tinuity that is almost an identity between the peoples of that
remote civilization and the inhabitants of the same region to-day.
If that should prove to be true, later infiltrations of other stocks
can have wrought no very profound modifications. It is clear
that the civilized Chinese of the Shang and the Chou were sur-
rounded by peoples whom they regarded as barbarians and who
appear to have been divided into many tribes. What the precise
ethnology of all these barbarians was, however, is by no means
established. Nor are we at all sure of the racial affiliations of
these early Chinese themselves. South China was quite prob-
ably once peopled, at least in part, by negritos of types similar
to those still found in some of the islands southeast of Asia. Lin-
guistic groups represented, which probably to some extent were
identical with racial stocks, were the Mon-Khmer, the Tibeto-
Burman, and the Sino-T'ai. The T'ai, now strong in the extreme
South and Southwest, and represented by the modern Siamese,
very likely once reached much farther northward than at pres-
ent. Possibly, too, there were other strains.
pimilarly, it is certain that through the centuries there has
fen a southward migration of Chinese from the North into and
south of the Yangtze Valley. The northern Chinese there en-
countered other peoples whom they probably partly drove back
and partly absorbed. Again, however, we do not yet know
whether the Chinese were originally related to these stocks, and,
if so, to what extent. It is obvious to the most casual observer
that the Chinese of the North are somewhat different from the
Chinese of the South—for instance, that as a rule the former
tend to be taller by an average of two or more inches, heavier,
less dark of complexion, with less broad noses, more conserva-
tive, more stable, and more phlegmatic than the latter. The
people of Central China are intermediate between the two ex-
tremes. How much these differences are the result of varying
racial admixtures and how much they are due to contrasts in

